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Introduction 
 

In today’s first reading God invites all who are 
hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink 
without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude 
and reveals the abundance of God. At the 
eucharistic table we remember all who are 
hungry or poor in our world today. As we share 
the bread of life, we are sent forth to give 
ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 
 

Welcome and Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
At Home: Use a bowl of water to make the sign of the cross, the sign 
marked at baptism, on the foreheads of one another. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water is poured into the font as the pastor gives thanks. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into the darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For 
your Word of life, O God, 

we give you thanks and praise.  

Indeed, we give you thanks, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 



and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
You give us water for the cleansing of our hands so that we may love our 
neighbor as you command. 
 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Apostolic Greeting II Corinthians 
 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you! 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you 
cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that 
satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Readings and Psalm 

 



First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God 
also promises to make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with 
promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a witness 
to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God 
has glorified Israel. 
  

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing. (Ps. 145:16) 
 8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
 9Lord, you are | good to all, 
  and your compassion is over | all your works. R 
 14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 
  and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 
 15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O Lord, 
  and you give them their food | in due season. 
 16You open | wide your hand 
  and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 
 17You are righteous in | all your ways 
  and loving in | all your works. R 



 18You are near to all who | call upon you, 
  to all who call up- | on you faithfully. 
 19You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you; 
  you hear their | cry and save them. 
 20You watch over all | those who love you, 
  but all the wicked you | shall destroy. 
 21My mouth shall speak the praise | of the Lord; 
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever. R 

Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place 
of Israel in God’s saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage 
and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, being 
given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine 
promises. 
 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it 
by the Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 
heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are 
Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who 
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for 
others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of 
his greatest miracles. 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went 
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This 
is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that 
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to 
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, 
“Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they 
took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 



 
 
Meditation Pastor LeCroy 
 
Reflection 

The primary biblical symbol of the mercy of God is food. In the Exodus story, 
God sustains the people with manna and water from the rock. In the Psalms, 
God is praised in this way: “You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire 
of every living thing.”  And when the people were in trouble, the prophet Isaiah 
gave the promise of water, wine, milk, and bread, without price: hunger and 
thirst, both really and metaphorically, have an answer in God. These stories 
are part of the stunning inheritance of the Jews, the covenants of mercy, of 
which Paul speaks. But because of the compassion of Jesus Christ we people 
of the nations, we people who are right now deeply hungry for hope, are 
ourselves grafted into the promise of these stories. They are also for us. Turn 
to God with your hunger for hope. And then, empowered by our bread-giving 
Lord, we are turned to the needy world around us: “you give them something 
to eat.” 

		

 
 

 
Hymn 



 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Remember in your prayers and with acts of kindness: 
 

• Thanksgiving for the quick recovery of Humberto Arango (husband 
of Richard Brode) 

• Dena Calabrese (friend of Irene Murray) 



• Carol and Donna (friends of Leslie Neve) 
• Zoia “Charlie” Foster (Pastor’s niece)       
• The Family of Sean Gustwiller (friends of Courtney Kochuba) 
• We give thanks for the life of Arthur Jusu-Davies, a member of St 

Matthew Trinity who passed away during the last week of May. 
• The Rev. Tom and Janice Kildea, and their children James 

and Jenny, at the death by suicide of their oldest son and 
brother, Amani, on June 28.  Along with the Kildea family, we 
also hold in prayer the congregation of Redeemer, 
Succasunna, where Pastor Kildea serves. 

• John Weakland (Brian Weakland’s Father) 
• Dida Hagen (friend of MIndy R recently diagnosed with lung cancer.  
• Joanne Krayer, (Joel's cousin).    
• Friends and Family of SMT who were victims of Covid19 
• Those in our community lost to Covid19: Gilberto and Janet 

Diaz-Granados (friends of pastor), Francis Ng (friend of Dan Stoll) 
Charles Powers (friend of the Meusel family) Rosa Reyes (funeral by our 
parish), Richard Altomare (friend of our neighborhood), Barbara 
Wolfshorndl (funeral by our parish), Dawn Ennis (sister-in-law of 
Pamella Pater-Ennis) and Florence Dombrowsky (funeral by our 
parish).  
 

 

Confident of God’s care and upheld by the Spirit, let us pray for all who are 
in need, responding to the words “Lord, you are good to all” with the phrase, 
“hear our cry and save us.” 

A brief silence. 

O God our Savior, bless your church around the world. Where believers must 
be isolated from one another, be present to through your gracious word. 
Give to our bishops, pastors, deacons and congregational leaders wisdom for 
their tasks in this challenging time. Lord, you are good to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 

O God, Redeemer of all, bless the Jewish people with your covenant 
promises. Bring an end to global anti-Semitism, and strengthen ties of 
cooperation and friendship between Christians and Jews. Lord, you are good 
to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 
 
O God, Creator of a wondrous earth, protect the glories of your seas and 
lands. Replenish ground water supplies, refresh lakes and ponds, send rains 
where there is drought, and shelter forests from wildfires. Lord, you are 



good to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 

O God, Sovereign of the world, form the leaders of nations to strive for 
justice for all. Guide our government in dealing with China. Strengthen the 
world’s democracies. Bring an end to racism in our society. our elected 
officials in how to govern with integrity. Lord, you are good to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 

O God, Storehouse of goodness, visit all who face the coronovirus, especially 
those who are incarcerated. Give us, O Lord of life, a vaccine. Assist all who 
face eviction from their residence. Bring wholeness and healing to those who 
suffer in body or spirit, especially those whom we name here…  Lord, you 
are good to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 

O God, Giver of bread, teach us how to feed the hungry: the children 
starving in war zones, the families who cannot afford groceries, the 
homeless on our streets, the farmers	devastated by pestilence. Give to all 
creatures their food in due season. Lord, you are good to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 

O God, everlasting mercy, we praise you for the lives of all who have died in 
the faith, especially this week Dominic and all who, like him, preached your 
word with power. At the end, bring us with all your saints to your heavenly 
banquet.  Lord, you are good to all: 
hear our cry and save us. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer 
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Our father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread and 
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
Those trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen 
 

or   

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 



your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor as yourself. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Readings for the Week: 
Monday Psalm Psalm 78:1-8.  
Tuesday Acts 2:37-47.  
Wednesday Exodus 16:2-15.  
Thursday Psalm 85:8-13. 
Friday Acts 18:24-28. 
Saturday (commemoration of Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers 
[Dominicans], died 1221) 1 Kings 18:41-46.  
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13; Romans 
10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 
		

Upcoming Commemorations 
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 



Saturday, August 8, 2020 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for the 
church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called Dominicans) 
devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty. 
Due	to	copyright	restrictions,	we	are	only	able	provide	downloadable	hymns	that	are	in	the	
public	domain.	Other	suggestions	provided	above	may	be	found	in	Evangelical	Lutheran	
Worship.	To	purchase	a	copy	of	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship	for	the	home,	visit	
the	Augsburg	Fortress	website	or	call	1-800-328-4648.	

Devotional	Music	Links:	For	your	individual	or	group	devotion,	you	may	choose	to	listen	
to	the	following	choral	recordings	made	available	through	Augsburg	Fortress:	“Bread	for	
the	World;”	“The	Fullness	of	God;”		“Jesus	Feed	Us.”		

Daily	Prayer	Resources	are	available,	including	simple	forms	of	Morning,	Evening,	and	
Night	Prayer;	Responsive	Prayer;	and	prayers	for	mealtimes	and	other	occasions.	

Reflection	material:	Gordon	Lathrop.	Intercessory	Prayer:	Gail	Ramshaw	

Portions	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship	and	sundaysandseasons.com,	©	2020	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Reprinted	by	permission	under	Augsburg	Fortress.	

Readings	from	Readings	for	the	Assembly	©	1995,	1996,	1997	Augsburg	Fortress.	Citations	
from	the	Revised	Common	Lectionary	©	1992	Consultation	on	Common	Texts.	Scripture	
quotations	from	NRSV	Bible,	Copyright	©	1989,	Division	of	Christian	Education	of	the	
National	Council	of	the	Churches	of	Christ	in	the	United	States	of	America,	adapted	and	
edited	with	permission	by	Gordon	Lathrop	and	Gail	Ramshaw.	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


